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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p177)

Currency  
 Singapore dollar (S$)

Languages 
 English, Mandarin, Malay and Tamil

Visas 
 Citizens of the USA, UK, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, most European 

countries and Asean nations (except 
Myanmar) do not require visas for stays 

of either 30 or 90 days, depending on 
the individual country. Other visitors may 

require visas. See www.ica.gov.sg for 
speci  cs.

Money
 ATMs are widely available and credit 

cards are accepted in all hotels and most 
restaurants.

Mobile Phones  
 Singapore’s two cell networks (GSM900 

and GSM1800) are compatible with most 
of the world. Buy a local SIM card to keep 

costs down.

Time 
 Singapore Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus 

eight hours)

Plugs & Adaptors 
 Square, three-pin plugs of the type used in the 

UK; current is 220V to 240V.

Tipping  
 Largely unexpected and unnecessary.

Arriving in 
Singapore

  Changi Airport (www.changiairport.com) is 
one of Asia’s main air hubs and Singapore’s 
major gateway. 

  MRT trains run into town from the airport 
from 5.30am to midnight; public buses run 
from 6am to midnight. Both the train and bus 
trip cost from S$1.85. 

  The airport shuttle bus (adult S$9, chil-
dren S$6) runs 24 hours. 

  A taxi into the city will cost anywhere from 
S$20 to S$40, and up to 50% more between 
midnight and 6am, plus airport surcharges. 

  A four-seater limousine taxi costs S$55, 
plus S$15 surcharge per additional stop. 
Enquire at the ground transport desk at the 
airport.

A From Changi Airport

Destination Best transport* 

 Colonial District, 
the Quays & 
Marina Bay

MRT

Orchard Rd bus 36

Chinatown & 
the CBD

MRT

Little India & 
Kampong Glam

MRT

Sentosa MRT, then Sentosa 
Express monorail

Holland Village, 
Dempsey Hill 
& the Botanic 
Gardens

Holland Village: MRT; 
Dempsey Hill: MRT, then 
bus 7, 75, 77, 105, 106, 
123 or 174

West & South-
west Singapore

MRT

*Although more expensive, a taxi from Changi 
Airport is by far the quicker option, no matter 
which part of Singapore you’re staying in.

Getting Around
 Public transport is efficient, safe and rela-
tively cheap. 

Buy an EZ-Link card at MRT train station 
counters (S$12, including a S$5 nonrefund-
able deposit) to save time and money. Cards 
are valid on both trains and buses, as well as 
in many taxis. 

Top up EZ-Link cards with cash or ATM cards 
at station ticket machines. The minimum 
top-up value is S$10.

m MRT
 Local metro with five colour-coded lines. Easi-
est way to get around. 5.30am–midnight.

J Bus
 Covers MRT areas and beyond. 6am–mid-
night, plus a handful of night services.

K Taxi
 Safe, honest and relatively cheap. Flag one 
at taxi stands or try your luck on the street. 
Book ahead if travelling in peak hours. Hefty 
surcharges apply during peak hours and from 
midnight to 6am.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget under S$200  

  Dorm bed: S$20–40

  Meal at hawker centre: around S$6

  Ticket to a major museum: S$6–20

Midrange S$200–350 
  Double room in midrange hotel: S$140–250

  Two-course dinner with wine: S$70

  Cocktails at top bar: S$18–25 per drink

Top end over S$350 
  Four- and five-star double room: S$250–700

  Top restaurant degustation: S$250 or more

Useful Websites 
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/singa-
pore) Destination low-down, hotel bookings.

Your Singapore (www.yoursingapore.com) 
Tourist site with handy planning feature.

Honeycombers (www.thehoneycombers.
com) Covers events, eating, drinking and 
shopping.

Advance Planning
 Two months before Book big-ticket events 
such as the Formula One race. Reserve a 
table at hot top-end restaurants.

One month before Book a bed if you 
are planning to stay in a dorm over the 
weekend.

One week before Look for last-minute 
deals on Singapore accommodation and 
check for any events or festivals. Book a 
posh hotel brunch.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Don’t Miss
The Conservatories
 Housing 217,000 plants from 800 species, the 
Gardens’ asymmetrical conservatories rise like 
giant paper nautilus shells beside Marina Bay. 
The Flower Dome replicates a dry, Mediterranean 
climate and includes ancient olive trees. It’s also 
home to sophisticated restaurant Pollen, which 
sources ingredients from the Gardens. Cloud For-
est Dome’s a steamy affair, recreating the tropical 
montane climate found at elevations between 
1500m and 3000m. Its centrepiece is a 35m-high 
mountain complete with waterfall.

Supertrees & Sculptures
 Sci-fi meets botany at the Supertrees, 18 steel-
clad concrete structures adorned with over 
162,900 plants. Actually massive exhausts for the 
Gardens’ bio-mass steam turbines, they’re used 
to generate electricity to cool the conservatories. 
For a sweeping view, walk across the 22m-high 
 OCBC Skyway, connecting six Supertrees at Su-
pertree Grove, where tickets (S$8, cash only) are 
purchased. Each night at 7.45pm and 8.45pm, the 
Supertrees become the glowing protagonists of 
Garden Rhapsody, a light-and-sound spectacular.

The most visually arresting of the Gardens’ nu-
merous artworks is Mark Quinn’s colossal Planet. 
Created in 2008 and donated to Gardens by the 
Bay, the sculpture is a giant seven-month-old in-
fant, fast asleep and seemingly floating above the 
ground. This illusion is nothing short of brilliant, 
especially considering the bronze bubba comes 
in at a hefty 7 tonnes. The work was modelled on 
Quinn’s own son.

y�Top Tips
  The best time to 

visit is late afternoon 
or early evening, when 
the heat softens and 
the Supertrees become 
the protagonists of the 
mesmerising sound-
and-light show Garden 
Rhapsody, nightly at 
7.45pm and 8.45pm.

 Gardens by the Bay 
operates a handy, on-site 
shuttle bus. Purchase 
tickets on board (small 
denominations of cash 
only). Note that services 
begin at 12.30pm on 
the  rst Monday of the 
month.

5�Take a Break
 Fine dine in the 
Flower Dome at Pollen 
(p37). The restaurant 
also hosts an excellent 
afternoon tea.

For a cheaper feed, opt 
for alfresco hawker 
centre Satay by the Bay 
(p38).

 Welcome to the botanic gardens of the future, a 
fantasy land of space-age bio-domes, high-tech 
Supertrees and whimsical sculptures. Costing 
S$1 billion and sprawling across 101 hectares of 
reclaimed land, Gardens by the Bay is more than 
just a mind-clearing patch of green. This ambi-
tious masterpiece of urban planning is as thrill-
ing to architecture buffs as it is to nature lovers.

 Map p30, H5

%6420 6848

www.gardensbythebay.com.sg

18 Marina Gardens Dr

gardens free, conservatories 
adult/child S$28/15

h5am-2am, conservatories & 
OCBC Skyway 9am-9pm
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Cloud Forest, Gardens by the Bay

Top Sights
  Gardens by the Bay

Gardens by the BayColonial District, the Quays & Marina Bay 2726
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4 City Hall
 Built in 1928, City 
Hall is where Lord 
Louis Mountbatten an-
nounced the Japanese 
surrender in 1945 
and Lee Kuan Yew 
declared Singapore’s 
independence in 1965. 
City Hall and the Old 
Supreme Court, built 
in 1939, now house 
the National Gallery 
Singapore (p24 ).

5 Padang
 Opposite City Hall is 
the open field of the 

Padang, home to the 
Singapore Cricket 
Club and Singapore 
Recreation Club. It was 
here that the invading 
Japanese herded the 
European community 
together before march-
ing them off to Changi 
Prison.

6 Victoria Theatre
 Below where St An-
drew’s Rd curves to the 
left stand a group of 
colonial-era buildings, 
including the Victoria 
Theatre & Concert Hall. 
Completed in1862, 

it was originally the 
Town Hall. It was also 
one of Singapore’s first 
Victorian Revivalist 
buildings.

7 Old Hill Street 
Police Station
 Hang a right to hit the 
Singapore River. The 
multicoloured building 
on the corner of Hill St 
is the Old Hill Street 
Police Station. Dubbed 
a ‘skyscraper’ when 
built in 1934, it’s now 
home to a string of 
private contemporary 
art galleries.

2�The Walk
   In a city firmly fixed on the future, the Colonial 
District offers a rare, precious glimpse of a roman-
ticised era and its architectural legacies. This is the 
Singapore of far-flung missionaries and churches, 
Palladian-inspired buildings, high-society cricket 
clubs and the legendary Raffles Hotel. This walk 
takes in some of the city’s most beautiful heritage 
buildings, swaths of soothing greenery, spectacular 
skyline views and even a spot of contemporary 
Asian art. Time it to coincide with a postwalk lunch 
or dinner by the Singapore River.

Start Armenian Church; mCity Hall

Finish Old Hill Street Police Station; mClarke Quay

Length 2.6km; three to four hours with stops

5�Take a Break
 End your saunter with trademark chilli crab at 
Jumbo Seafood (p38).

1 Singapore Art 
Museum
 The Singapore Art 
Museum (p32 ) oc-
cupies a former Catholic 
boys school. Original 
features include the 
shuttered windows, 
ceramic floor tiles 
and inner quadrangle. 
The central dome and 
arcade portico were 
early-20th-century ad-
ditions.

2 Raffles Hotel
 Head southeast along 
Bras Basah Rd, passing 
the Renaissance-inspired 
Cathedral of the Good 
Shepherd, and the Eng-
lish Gothic CHIJMES, a 
convent turned-restau-
rant complex. Diago-
nally opposite CHIJMES 
is the legendary Raffles 
Hotel (p33 ).

3 St Andrew’s
 You’ll find wedding-cake 
St Andrew’s Cathedral 
(p34 ) further south 
on North Bridge Rd. 
Completed in 1838, it 
was torn down after 
being struck by lightning 
(twice!), and rebuilt by 
Indian convicts in 1862. 
It’s one of Singapore’s 
few surviving examples 
of English Gothic archi-
tecture.
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www.smrt.com.sg). Both 
o  er similar services.

 Bus fares range from 
S$1 to S$2.10 (less with 
an EZ-link card). When 
you board the bus, drop 
the exact money into 
the fare box (no change 
is given), or tap your 
EZ-link card or Singapore 
Tourist Pass on the 
reader as you board, 
then again when you 
get o  .

 Train operator SMRT 
also runs late-night bus 
services between the 
city and various suburbs 
from 11.30pm to 2.30am 
on Fridays, Saturdays 
and the eve of public 
holidays. The  at rate 
per journey is S$4.50. 
See the website for route 
details.

 Taxi
  You can  ag down 

a taxi any time, but in 
the city centre taxis are 
technically not allowed 
to stop anywhere except 
at designated taxi 
stands.

 Finding a taxi in the 
city at certain times is 
harder than it should be. 
These include during 
peak hours, at night or 
when it’s raining. Many 
cab drivers change shifts 
between 4pm and 5pm, 

making it notoriously 
di   cult to score a taxi 
then.

 The fare system is also 
complicated, but thank-
fully it’s all metered, so 
there’s no haggling over 
fares. The basic  agfall 
is S$3 to S$3.40 then 
S$0.22 for every 400m.

 There’s a whole raft 
of surcharges to note, 
among them 50% of the 
metered fare from mid-
night to 6am and 25% 
of the metered fare be-
tween 6am and 9.30am 
Monday to Friday and 
from 6pm to midnight 
daily. Airport journeys 
incur a surcharge of S$5 
from 5pm to midnight 

Friday to Sunday and 
S$3 at all other times. 
Telephone bookings 
incur a surcharge of 
S$2.30 to S$8.

 Payment by credit card 
incurs a 10% surcharge. 
You can also pay using 
your EZ-link transport 
card. For a comprehen-
sive list of fares and 
surcharges, visit www.
taxisingapore.com.

  Comfort Taxi and 
CityCab (%6552 1111) 

 Premier Taxis (%6363 
6888) 

 SMRT Taxis (%6555 8888) 

Link Express from Queen St 
terminal) in Singapore. 
Tickets for the shuttle 
(S$5) can be bought at 
the JB Sentral counter.

Bus
  Numerous private com-

panies run comfortable 
bus services to Singapore 
from many destinations 
in Malaysia, includ-
ing Melaka and Kuala 
Lumpur, as well as from 
destinations such as Hat 
Yai in Thailand. Many of 
these services terminate 
at  Golden Mile Complex 
(%6291 6945; www.estate.
sg/golden-mile-complex; 5001 
Beach Rd; dishes from S$3.50; 
h10am-10pm, some eateries 
24hr; mLavender, Nicoll Hwy), 
close to Kampong Glam. 
You can book online at 
www.busonlineticket.com.

 From Johor Bahru in 
Malaysia,  Causeway 
Link (www.causewaylink.
com.my) commuter 
buses run regularly to 
various locations in 
Singapore (one way 
S$3.30, every 15 to 30 
minutes, roughly 6am 
to 11.30pm), including 
Newton Circus, Jurong 
East Bus Terminal and 
Kranji MRT station.

 Boat
 Ferry services from Malay-
sia and Indonesia arrive at 
various ferry terminals in 
Singapore.

 Changi Point Ferry Termi-
nal (%6542 7944; 51 Lorong 
Bekukong; h24hr; mTanah 
Merah, then bus 2) 

 HarbourFront Cruise & 
Ferry Terminal (Map p144; 
G5; %6513 2200; www.singa-
porecruise.com; 1 Maritime Sq; 
mHarbourFront) 

 Tanah Merah Ferry Ter-
minal (%6513 2200; www.
singaporecruise.com; 50 Tanah 
Merah Ferry Rd; mTanah 
Merah, then bus 35M) 

Getting 
Around
 y The smartphone app 
‘gothere.sg’ will guide you 
from your location to your 
destination via di  erent 
public transport options; 
it also provides an approx-
imate taxi fare guide.

Mass Rapid Transit 
(MRT)

  The Mass Rapid Transit 
(MRT) subway system is 
the easiest, quickest and 

most comfortable way 
to get around Singapore. 
The system operates 
from 5.30am to midnight, 
with trains at peak times 
running every two to 
three minutes, and o  -
peak every  ve to seven 
minutes.

 The system consists 
of  ve colour-coded 
lines: North–South (red), 
North–East (purple), 
East–West (green), Circle 
Line (yellow) and Down-
town (blue). An extension 
of the Downtown line 
– known as Downtown 
3 – is scheduled to open 
in 2017.

 Single-trip tickets cost 
from S$1.40 to S$2.50 
(plus a 10c refundable 
deposit), but if you’re 
using the MRT a lot it can 
become a hassle buying 
and refunding tickets for 
every journey. A lot more 
convenient is the EZ-link 
card.

Bus
  Singapore’s extensive 

bus service is clean, 
e   cient and regular, 
reaching every corner 
of the island. The two 
main operators are  SBS 
Transit (%1800 287 2727; 
www.sbstransit.com.sg) and 
 SMRT (%1800 336 8900; 

Travel Passes
  There are two kinds of pass for Singapore public 
transport that save a lot of hassle buying tickets 
every time you travel.

 Buy the EZ-link card (www.ezlink.com.sg) 
from the customer service counters at MRT 
stations for S$12 (which includes a S$5 nonre-
fundable deposit). The card can also be bought 
at 7-Elevens for S$10 (which also includes a 
S$5 nonrefundable deposit). The card is valid 
on all MRT and bus services and can be topped 
up with cash or by ATM cards at station ticket 
machines.

 The Singapore Tourist Pass (www.thesinga-
poretouristpass.com.sg) o  ers unlimited train 
and bus travel for S$10 (plus a S$10 refundable 
deposit). The pass is valid for one day.

Getting Around  181180  Survival Guide
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Chinatown & the 
CBD (p000)
A contrasting mix of 
incense-heady temples 
and sizzling hawker 
centres, brazen 
skyscrapers and 
revamped shophouses 
jammed with trendy 
restaurants and bars. 

Top SightsE
Chinatown Heritage 
Centre

Colonial District, 
the Quays & Marina 
Bay (p000)
Dashing colonial 
buildings, modern 
marvels, world-class 
museums and riverfront 
wining and dining.

Top SightsE
National Gallery 
Singapore

Gardens by the Bay
National Museum of 
Singapore

Orchard Road (p000)
Malls, malls, malls – 
from the futuristic to the 
downright retro, this 
air-conditioned 
thoroughfare of 
consumption is to retail 
what Las Vegas' Strip is 
to gambling.

Little India & 
Kampong Glam 
(p000)
The Singapore you 
didn't think existed: 
gritty, technicolor 
laneways bursting with 
spice stalls and shrines, 
whimsically domed 
mosques, sheesha cafes 
and independent 
fashion boutiques. 

Sentosa Island 
(p000)
Welcome to Fantasy 
Island, a 'think big' 
playground of theme 
parks, activities and 
shows, sunset beach 
bars and marina-side 
dining.

Top SightsE
Universal Studios

Holland Village, 
Dempsey Hill & the 
Botanic Gardens 
(p000)
Latte-sipping expats, 
boutique antiques in 
converted colonial 
barracks and the 
luxurious sprawl of 
Singapore Botanic 
Gardens. You've made it, 
lah!

Top SightsE
Singapore Botanic 
Gardens

West & Southwest 
Singapore (p000)
An urban getaway of 
jungle canopy walks, 
hilltop cocktails, historic 
war sites and an 
off-the-radar cultural 
gem.

Top SightsE
Southern Ridges

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Singapore Zoo (p000)
Night Safari (p000)

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

Tiong Baru (p000)
Katong (p000)
Geylang (p000)
Changi & Pulau Ubin 
(p000)

 Singapore 
Neighbourhoods
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1 Geylang Serai Market
   Geylang Serai Market (1 Geylang Serai; 
h8am-10pm, individual stalls vary; mPaya 
Lebar) packs in a lively wet market, 
hawker food centre and stalls selling 
everything from Malay CDs to skull-
caps. Feeling peckish? Hunt down 
some pisang goreng (banana fritters) 
and wash them down with bandung 
(milk with rose cordial syrup).

2 Joo Chiat Road
 Eclectic  Joo Chiat Rd is lined with 
dusty antiques workshops, Islamic 
fashion boutiques and low-fuss grocery 
shops. Detour left into Joo Chiat Tce to 
admire the Peranakan terraces at Nos 
89 to 129, adorned with pintu pagar 
(swinging doors) and colourful ceramic 
tiles.

3 Long Phung
 Head back to Joo Chiat Rd and 
continue south to   Long Phung (%6440 
6959; www.longphungvietrest.com; 159 Joo 
Chiat Rd; dishes S$7-23; hnoon-10pm; g16, 
33, mPaya Lebar), a down-to-earth Viet-
namese eatery serving up Singapore’s 
best Vietnamese food. The pho (Viet-
namese noodle soup) is gorgeous.

4 Kuan Im Tng Temple
 Fingers licked, it’s a quick walk to 
  Kuan Im Tng Temple (%6348 0967; www.
kuanimtng.org.sg; cnr Tembeling Rd & Joo Chiat 
Lane; h5am-6.15pm; g16, 33, mPaya Lebar), 
a Buddhist temple dedicated to Kuan 
Yin, goddess of mercy. Temple fans 
will appreciate the ornate roof ridges 
adorned with dancing dragons.

5 Koon Seng Road Terraces
  Koon Seng Rd is famous for its two 
rows of prewar, pastel-coloured Per-
anakan terraces, lavished with stucco 
dragons, birds, crabs and brilliant 
glazed tiles imported from Europe.

6 Sri Senpaga Vinayagar Temple
 One of Singapore’s most beautiful 
Hindu temples,   Sri Senpaga Vinayagar 
Temple (%6345 8176; www.senpaga.org.sg; 
19 Ceylon Rd; admission free; h6.15am-noon 
& 6.30-9pm; g10, 12, 14, 32) features a 
kamalapaatham, a specially sculptured 
granite foot-stone found in certain 
ancient Hindu temples. The roof of the 
inner sanctum is covered in gold.

7 Kim Choo Kueh Chang
 Katong is stuffed with bakeries and 
dessert shops, but few equal old-school 
  Kim Choo Kueh Chang (www.kimchoo.
com; 109 East Coast Rd; h9am-8.30pm; g10, 
14, 16, 32). Pick up traditional pineap-
ple tarts and other Peranakan kueh 
(bite-sized snacks), and pit stop at 
the adjoining boutique for Peranakan 
ceramics and clothing.

8 Katong Antique House
 Tiny shop-cum-museum   Katong An-
tique House (%6345 8544; 208 East Coast 
Rd; hby appointment; g10, 12, 14, 32, 40) is 
the domain of Peter Wee, a noted ex-
pert on Peranakan culture, and packed 
with his collection of books, antiques 
and cultural artefacts. By appointment 
only, though it’s sometimes open to the 
public.

 Also known as Joo Chiat, Katong is the heart 
of Singapore’s Peranakan community. It’s an 
evocative mix of multicoloured shophouses, 
tucked-away temples and quaint workshops and 
handicraft studios, not to mention some of the 
city’s best eateries. Try to head in during business 
hours, when locals hop in and out of heirloom 
shops in search of fabrics, produce and the next 
tasty snack.

Getting There

 m MRT Paya Lebar 
and Eunos stations are 
the closest stations.

J Bus Routes 33 and 
16 service Joo Chiat 
Rd.

Local Life
   Katong (Joo Chiat)

Katong (Joo Chiat)Worth a Trip 8786
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Esplanade Theatres on the Bay by night

Crazy Elephant (%6337 
7859; www.crazyelephant. 
sg; 01-03/04, 3E River Valley 
Rd;mClarke Quay) Rock, 
gutsy blues and a party 
vibe in tourist-favourite 
Clarke Quay. 

Esplanade – Theatres 
on the Bay Polished 
performances spanning 
classical to rock at a 
world-famous cultural 
venue. (p43 )

Timbre+ Street art, food 
trucks and live pop, rock, 
folk and more Monday to 
Saturday nights. (p149 ) 

Best for  Theatre
Singapore Repertory 
Theatre A world-class 
repertoire including sea-
sonal Shakespeare at Fort 
Canning Park. (p44 )

Wild Rice Reinterpreted 
classics, new works and 
striking sets. (p110 )

Esplanade – Theatres 
on the Bay Polished pro-
ductions, from off-Broad-
way plays to children’s 
theatre. (p43 )

TheatreWorks New com-
missions and international 
collaborations. (%6737 
7213; www.theatreworks.org.
sg; 72-13 Mohamed Sultan Rd)

Toy Factory Productions 
Bilingual company famed 
for its provocative works 
and intercultural collabo-
rations. (p82 )

Best for Chinese 
Opera
Chinese Theatre Circle 
Chinese opera talks, 
performances and meals 
in historic Chinatown. 
(p82 )

Kreta Ayer People’s 
Theatre Gripping Chinese 
tales from an independent 
Chinatown outfit. (p81 )

Best for Classic & 
Indie Films
Screening Room Cult 
and classic flicks in an 
intimate suite in China-
town. (p83 )

Rex Cinemas Bollywood 
hits on the edge of Little 
India. (p109 )

Best Spectator 
Sports
Formula One Grand Prix 
(www.singapore-f1-grand-prix.
com; hSeptember)The 
F1 night race screams 
around Marina Bay. 

Rugby Sevens (www.
singapore7s.sg;hApril) Part 
of the World Rugby Cup 
series.

Singapore Turf Club Join 
the locals for a hugely 
popular day out at the 
races. (p150 )

 Best for Live  Music
BluJaz Café Consist-
ently good jazz and 
blues in Kampong Glam. 
(p109 )

Timbrè @ The Substa-
tion Local bands and 
singer-songwriters in 
the Colonial District. 
(p44 )

Entertainment
Best

  Singapore’s nightlife calendar is generally 
booked solid. There’s live music, theatre and 
adrenalin-pumping activities year-round, while 
at certain times of the year the Red Dot explodes 
into a  urry of car racing, cultural festivals and 
hot-ticket music events. Then, when it all gets too 
much, Singapore’s spas are waiting in the wings.

Live Music
 An enthusiastic local music scene thrives (to a 
point). Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay hosts 
regular free performances, and is home to the 
Singapore Symphony Orchestra. Top-tier interna-
tional talent is showcased at both the Singapore 
International Jazz Festival and indie favourite St 
Jerome’s Laneway Festival.

Chinese Opera
 Also known by the Malay term wayang (perfor-
mance), Chinese opera includes indoor perfor-
mances and street opera, the latter usually staged 
during religious events such as the Hungry Ghost 
Festival. Although its popularity has decreased 
over time, groups such as the Chinese Theatre 
Circle and Kreta Ayer People’s Theatre keep the 
centuries-old tradition alive.

Film
 Singaporeans love to watch movies and, at around 
S$12.50 per ticket, it’s great value. Multiplex cin-
emas abound, with many located in larger malls. 
Beyond them, the Rex Cinemas runs Bollywood 
films, while the annual Singapore International 
Film Festival screens independent and art-house 
films. Singapore’s cinemas are chilly, so wear 
something warm.

y�Top Tip
  Check what’s on 

and buy tickets at 
www.sistic.com.sg. 
Expect to pay from 
S$20 to S$70 for a 
ticket to a local thea-
tre production, S$100 
to S$250 for interna-
tional music acts, and 
S$65 to S$200 for 
big-budget musicals. 
Gigs by local music 
acts are often free; 
some places have a 
small cover charge.

R
IC

H
A

R
D

 I’A
N

S
O

N
/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

 Best Entertainment  171 Best Entertainment  171170  Best Entertainment

Restaurants noon-2pm 
and 6-10pm. Casual res-
taurants and food courts 
are open all day.

Shops 10am-6pm; some 
open at 11am. Larger 
shops and department 
stores usually close at 
9.30pm or 10pm.

 Telephone
  Singapore’s  country 

code is 65.

 There are no area 
codes within Singapore; 
telephone numbers are 
eight digits unless you are 
calling toll-free (1800).

 You can make local and 
international calls from 
public phone booths. 
Most phone booths take 
phonecards.

 Singapore also has 
credit-card phones that 
can be used by running 
your card through the slot.

 You can buy a local SIM 
card for around S$18 
(including credit) from 
post o   ces, convenience 
stores and local telco 
stores – by law you must 
show your passport to 
get one. Local carries 
include M1 (https://www.
m1.com.sg), SingTel 
(http://info.singtel.com) 
and StarHub (www.
starhub.com).

 Tourist Information
  Before your trip, a good 

place to check for infor-
mation is the website of 
the Singapore Tourism 
Board (www.yoursinga-
pore.com).

 In Singapore, the main 
branch of  Singapore Visi-
tors Centre @ Orchard 
(Map p50; %1800 736 
2000; www.yoursingapore.com; 
216 Orchard Rd; h9.30am-
10.30pm; W; mSomerset) is 
 lled with knowledgeable 

sta   who can help you 
organise tours, buy tickets 
and book hotels. There 
is free wi-  , designer 
souvenirs for sale and a 
gallery space upstairs, 
usually with a free exhibi-
tion. There is another 
large branch in  Chinatown 
(Map  p70 ; 2 Banda St; 
h9am-9pm Mon-Fri, to 10pm 
Sat & Sun; W; mChinatown), 
and a small outlet in  ION 
Orchard Mall (%1800 736 
2000; www.yoursingapore.com; 
Level 1 Concierge, ION Orchard, 
2 Orchard Turn; h10am-10pm; 
W; mOrchard), on Orchard 
Rd.

 Travellers with Dis-
abilities

  A large government 
campaign has seen 
ramps, lifts and other 
facilities progressively in-

stalled around the island. 
Footpaths in the city are 
nearly all immaculate, 
MRT stations all have 
lifts and there are some 
buses and taxis equipped 
with wheelchair-friendly 
equipment.

 The Disabled People’s 
Association Singapore 
(www.dpa.org.sg) can 
provide information on 
accessibility in Singapore.

 Download Lonely 
Planet’s free Accessible 
Travel guide from http://
lptravel.to/Accessible-
Travel.

 Visas
  Citizens of most 

countries are granted 
30- or 90-day entry on 
arrival depending on 
the country. Citizens 
of India, Myanmar, 
the Commonwealth of 
Independent States and 
most Middle Eastern 
countries must obtain 
a visa before arriving in 
Singapore. Visa exten-
sions can be applied for 
at the  Immigration & 
Checkpoints Authority 
(%6391 6100; www.ica.
gov.sg; Level 4, ICA Bldg, 10 
Kallang Rd; h8am-4.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8am-12.30pm Sat; 
mLavender).

Essential 
Information

 Customs
  You are not allowed 

to bring tobacco into 
Singapore unless you pay 
duty. You will be slapped 
with a hefty  ne if you fail 
to declare and pay.

 You are permitted 1L 
each of wine, beer and 
spirits duty free. Alterna-
tively, you are allowed 2L 
of wine and 1L of beer, or 
2L of beer and 1L of wine. 
You need to have been 
out of Singapore for more 
than 48 hours and to 
anywhere but Malaysia.

 It’s illegal to bring 
chewing gum,  recrack-
ers, obscene or seditious 
material, gun-shaped 
cigarette lighters, endan-
gered species or their 
by-products and pirated 
recordings or publica-
tions with you.

Discounts
  If you arrived on a 

Singapore Airlines or 
Silk Air  ight, you can 
get discounts at shops, 
restaurants and attrac-
tions by presenting your 
boarding pass. See www.

singaporeair.com/board-
ingpass for information.

Electricity

  Plugs are of the three-
pronged, square-pin type. 
 Electricity runs at 230V 
and 50Hz cycles.

 Emergencies
   Ambulance and  Fire 

%995

  Police %999

  Holidays
 New Year’s Day 1 January

Chinese New Year Three 
days in January/February

Good Friday April

Labour Day 1 May

Vesak Day June

Hari Raya Puasa July

National Day 9 August

Hari Raya Haji Sep-
tember

Deepavali November

Christmas Day 25 
December

 Money
  The country’s unit of 

currency is the Singapore 
dollar (S$), locally referred 
to as the ‘singdollar’, which 
is made up of 100 cents.

 Singapore uses 5¢, 
10¢, 20¢, 50¢ and S$1 
coins, while notes come 
in denominations of S$2, 
S$5, S$10, S$50, S$100, 
S$500 and S$1000.

  ATMs and moneychang-
ers are widely available.

  Credit cards are ac-
cepted in most shops and 
restaurants.

  Opening Hours
 Opening hours can vary 
between individual busi-
nesses. General opening 
hours are as follows.

Banks 9.30am-4.30pm 
Monday to Friday; some 
branches open at 10am 
and some close at 6pm 
or later. 9.30am to noon 
or later Saturday.

230V/50Hz

Essential Information  183182  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Singapore 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Singapore 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Singapore ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Lonely Planet’s  Sin-
gapore 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Singapore .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m MRT
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Welcome to 
Singapore

 Smart, sharp and just a little sexy, Singapore is Southeast 
Asia’s unexpected ‘It kid’, subverting staid stereotypes with 
ambitious architecture, dynamic museums, celebrity chefs 
and hip boutiques. Spike it with smoky temples, gut-rumble-
inducing food markets and pockets of steamy jungle, and 
you’ll find that Asia’s former wallflower is a much more 
intriguing bloom than you ever gave it credit for.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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 Gardens by the Bay (p26)
 Singapore’s most astounding green asset is a S$1 billion ‘super park’ that makes 
horticulture hot. Explore its futuristic bio-domes and Supertrees, traverse its 
panoramic Skyway, and keep an eye out for Marc Quinn’s floating infant.
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 National Museum of 
Singapore (p28)
 Evocative, interac-
tive exhibitions and 
striking old-meets-new 
architecture underscore 
this showcase history 
museum. If you’re after a 
gripping crash course in 
Singapore’s backstory and 
culture, put this on your 
hit list.

 Singapore Zoo 
(p125)
 Singapore Zoo is one of 
the world’s most invit-
ing, enlightened animal 
sanctuaries, and a family-
friendly must. Breakfast 
with orang-utans, sneak 
up to sleepy sloths and 
purr over rare white 
tigers.

 Southern Ridges 
(p142)
 Monkey-peppered 
jungle, sculptural forest 
walkways and arresting 
views over city and sea – 
the multipark Southern 
Ridges trail offers one of 
Singapore’s most beauti-
ful and accessible natural 
getaways.
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